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against immodesty in dress and other vanities of the age. Bnt there is not a 
treasonable or disloyal utterance in the whole of the proceedings. 

The author paints in very strong colors the characters and characteristics of 
the leading personages in his history. One of the most interesting of these por- 
traits is that of Henry IV. in the closing chapter— too long to quote in full, but 
presenting a very vivid likeness of that remarkable man. " So grand a man, in 
some aspects, that we wonder that his character should have been marred by such 
blemishes ; so faulty a man, from other points of view, that we marvel that he 
could ever have been esteemed magnanimous ; an enigma to his contemporaries, 
scarcely less an enigma to succeeding generations." His assassination and that of 
his immediate predecessor were events for which no adequate motive could be dis- 
covered. It was the work, probably, of fanatical men acting solely on their own 
impulses, like the assassins of Lincoln and Garfield. How often in this respect does 
history repeat itself ! 

VII. 

CRITICAL STUDY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The critical, as distinct from the exegetical study of the New Testament, is the 
point from which to approach Dr. Marvin R. Vincent's recent work,* of which 
the first volume is before us. The idea is an excellent one of bringing before the 
reader of average education the results of scholarly investigation into the meaning 
and force of separate words and idiomatic expressions, thus enabling him to steer 
clear of crude interpretations and to discern the inner and peculiar thought of the 
writer. The author has in view those who are ignorant of Greek; but as the 
majority of his readers will probably be persons who have at least some acquaint- 
ance with that language, he has wisely inserted the original words, with the 
translation, however, always appended. The present volume embraces the 
synoptic gospels, Acts, and the epistles of Peter, James, and Jude, and is to be 
followed, we trust, at no distant date by an additional volume containing the rest 
of the New Testament. 

The author, as a rule, does not attempt textual criticism, but follows Westcott 
and Hert's text, comparing it with the eighth edition of Tischendorf . The plan of 
the work embraces short introductory chapters to each book or set of books under 
review, followed at once by the " Word Studies." Thus, for example, we have a 
very brief account of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, with a disquisition upon the 
literary style and other features of the writing of each. We are told that Luke 
writes better Greek than the other evangelists ; that he uses seven hundred words 
which occur nowhere else in the New Testament ; that many of his terms are of a 
technical character peculiar to a physician, and instances of this are brought 
forward. To those who desire a general knowledge of such facts without poring 
over long treatises, these short chapters will be welcome. Even Alford's con- 
densed New Testament for English readers is altogether too heavy for the quick 
work now often demanded from clergymen, to say nothing of those readers who 
can only digest a little of this kind of intellectual food at a time. We are given 
the literal meaning of such words as "repent," "apostles," "tribulation," and the 
peculiar force of such expressions as "being in a great agony," "almost thou 
persuadest." The peculiarities of the Greek tenses are made clear, as for 
instance in Luke 6: 18: "When he was come into the ship," meaning, while he 
was in the act of coming. These few specimens will suffice to show the general 

* "Word Studies in the New Testament." By Marvin E. Vincent, D. D. Vol. I. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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scope and plan of the work, and also its practical utility, since the results here 
given may fairly be assumed to represent a good deal of material locked up in 
lexicons and etymologies. 

It is very seldom that Dr. Vincent turns aside from the task of simple defini- 
tion and analysis, but he occasionally brings in illustrations of the use of words 
from secular writers. Thus, of the expression " Strain at a gnat" he cites Aris- 
totle — who had observed that a certain Moorish soldier before he drank wine 
always unfolded the end of his turban and placed it over the mouth of his bota, to 
strain out the gnats. On disputed renderings the author states the case impar- 
tially, and avoids all discussions of doctrine and everything of the nature of 
homily. The work will be exceedingly useful to the working clergy, and to men 
and women who for any reason desire a closer acquaintance with the thought of 
Scripture than comes to people in the ordinary way of reading, or in the perusal of 
lengthy commentaries. 

VIII. 

A GBEAT BICYCLE ACHIEVEMENT. 

The conception of a solitary ride round the world on a bicycle was a daring one, 
and previously to the appearance of this volume* would have justly been regarded 
by most sensible people as foolish and visionary. A journey of this length, even 
by an experienced tourist, and with all the modern facilities of travel by land and 
sea, is usually thought to demand a good deal of forethought and preparation, 
besides a moderately comprehensive outfit. To undertake a journey, much of 
which must necessarily be occupied by carrying one's conveyance, one must needs 
reduce the baggage to the very smallest compass and weight, discarding everything 
not absolutely necessary. Even a knapsack cannot be thought of. A bicycler's 
ordinary outfit, with a few indispensable accessories wrapped round the front axle, 
stowed in a diminutive baggage-carrier behind, or inclosed in a sole leather case in 
front, must suffice for the land journey. Where sea voyages have to be made 
other articles can be purchased, but for the bicycle journey proper the impedi- 
menta must be of the lightest. For self defense, in circumstances of extreme 
peril, a revolver is sufficient. But most necessary of ali is a stout heart, perfect 
health and spirits, and a practical, ready wit, and self-possession under all vicissi- 
tudes. But granting all these, risks of a most serious character and difficulties 
seemingly unsurmountable naturally suggest themselves. Mr. Stevens, no doubt, 
gave to these points careful preliminary attention. Maps were, no doubt, care- 
fully studied, and all that forethought and planning could suggest as fitting was 
duly noted, and in due course the journey was begun, and was successfully 
finished. 

This first volume contains the diary of adventure between San Francisco and 
Teheran, the capital of Persia, occupying the period between April SSd and Sep- 
tember 30th, 1884, — over five months. It was eminently fitting that the narrative 
should take the diary form. The impressions as daily described are vivid, and 
the reader has all the sensation of sharing the adventures with the traveler him- 
self. The amount of information conveyed, and the insight obtainable through 
these pages, as to the habits and customs of the many peoples and tribes visited, is 
simply wonderful. In no other way could the plain matter-of-fact world be so 
thoroughly opened up to scrutiny. Mr. Stevens tells his story with such evident 
candor and modesty that one feels perfectly safe in trusting his statements. 
Moreover, the style of the book is free from redundancy or exaggeration. There 

* "Around the World oh a Bicycle. Vol. I. From San Francisco to Teheran." By 
Thomas Stevens. Charles Scribner's Sons. 



